FELBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

RESOLVED: Felbridge Parish Council considered the EIA application relating to an Environmental Impact
Assessment for Felbridge Showground under 2026/947/EIA and have the following comments:

10.2 Could any protected, important or sensitive species of flora or fauna which use areas on or around
the site, e.g. for breeding, nesting, foraging, resting, over-wintering, or migration, be affected by the
project?

There is a colony of Vipera Berus (British Adder) in and around the Felbridge Showground. They are
protected in the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Development on this site would disturb or destroy
their habitat and breeding ground.

12.1 Are there any areas or features which are protected for their cultural heritage or archaeological
value, or any non-designated/classified areas and/or features of cultural heritage or archaeological
importance on or around the location which could be affected by the project (including potential impacts
on setting, and views to, from and within)? Where designated indicate level of designation
(international, national, regional or local).

The southern boundary of the park pale of Hedgecourt Deer Park lies within the site, this was still visible in
aerial photography in the mid-20th century. The deer park is a non-designated historical asset and was
most probably created ¢1302 and was documented by 1365. Further information is available from
Felbridge History Group who have researched the history of this deer park and its boundaries. Footpath
286 along the eastern side of the site is well used and offers extensive views out across the Green Belt to
the north downs which would be impacted by development of this site.

13.2 Are there any transport routes on or around the location which are susceptible to congestion or
which cause environmental problems, which could be affected by the project?

In 2018, Surrey Highways declared the A22/A264 Star Junction 'severe'. Since then, Hill Place Farm (200
dwellings) has been completed and fully occupied which was dependent upon improvements at the Star
junction which have not been delivered. A further 132 dwellings have been constructed and occupied in
Mid Sussex, along the Copthorne Road and Crawley Down Road, which stated that their Highways Impact
would be mitigated by the improvements delivered by the Hill Place Farm scheme.

More recently, Mid Sussex District Council Site Allocations SA19 (200 dwellings) and SA20 (550 dwellings)
to either side of the Star junction have been approved. SA19 is currently being sold. The Highways impact
of these allocations was to be mitigated by a joint MSDC/TDC/WSCC/SCC study of the A22/A264 (the
Corridor Project). The Corridor Project has not yet published any recommendations for improvements, let
alone implemented any changes to demonstrate that they are able to reduce the Star junction below its
severe congestion status once all these local houses built since 2018 are occupied. This site would have
additional impact upon the A22/A264 Star Junction and should not be progressed until such time as the
Corridor Project has implemented improvements and demonstrated that the A22/A264 Star Junction
congestion can be reduced below 'severe'



14.1 Are there existing land uses or community facilities on or around the location which could be
affected by the project? E.g. housing, densely populated areas, industry / commerce, farm/agricultural
holdings, forestry, tourism, mining, quarrying, facilities relating to health, education, places of worship,
leisure /sports / recreation.

Felbridge Showground has a planning history that has been supported by evidence of considerable use of
the site by a wide variety of horse owners and riders, being attracted there from a considerable distance.
This current leisure and recreational use would be a significant loss to the area.

16.1 Could this project, together with existing and/or approved development, result in cumulation of
impacts together during the construction/operation phase?

See the existing A22/A264 Star Junction severe congestion response in 13.2 above. The cumulative impact
of the SA19 (200 dwellings) and SA20 (550 dwellings) upon the Star junction has still not been observed as
these newly approved dwellings have not yet been fully occupied.
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