TA/2020/893 Casa Inca, 47A Copthorne Road, Felbridge
Felbridge Parish Council object to this proposal. We are concerned that the amended existing and proposed plans for the application submitted on the 3rd of June show a material change to the front boundary of the property which has already been partially implemented, but the application description is only for additional drop kerbs.

Our reason for objection is on the grounds of impact upon Highway Safety. By the reduction in visibility sightline as a result of the change to the front boundary treatment which is not as per the approved landscaping plan approved by application 2016/299/Cond1 which approved the construction of a bell mouth brick entrance with railings above providing wider visibility splays, in particular to the east which is the nearside approaching traffic on the A264.
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The ‘existing wall line’ shown at the east of the entrance in the plan above and in the existing plans attached to 2020/893 has been removed (as can be seen from the April 2017 Google Street View image below), this was a dwarf wall with a hedge planted behind, as such the wall did not impact the sightline. The line of the dwarf wall was in front of the end fence post of the adjoining 47 Copthorne Road which was therefore the restriction to the sightline. 
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The proposed ‘existing boundary wall’ depicted in application 2020/893 is the already existing full height boarded fence. The Google Street View image of May 2019 is below showing that this has been constructed by that date.
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We are concerned that the existing and proposed plans submitted with application 2020/893 show the east section of the boundary wall (presumably a continuation of the existing high boarded fence) as being the position of the prior dwarf wall, this will therefore reduce the visibility as the dwarf wall extended beyond the neighbouring fence.
Whilst we accept that Surrey Highways have provided their comments on 18th June stating no objection, we would ask the officer to discuss the information above with Surrey Highways to check that they have not only considered the changes to the drop kerbs, but have also considered the restriction to the sightline resulting in the changes made since the approval of 2016/299 which would be formalised by approval of this application.

If Tandridge District Council are minded to approve this application, then we request that the redundant drop kerbs to the west of the entrance are restored to full height as part of the works.

